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Widowed eldedy's dating experience and related variables: focusing on
gender difference
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore gender differences in elderly's dating experience and related variables. 427
elderly of age 65 or older participated. The results are as follows. 1. 80% of widowed elderly had no dating experience,
and far more elderly men than women had dating experience. 2. Attitudes towards dating, of both elderly themselves
and their children, had influence on the elderly's dating experience, regardless of gender. This indicates that the elderly's
own acceptance and their children's positive attitude are important to the elderly's dating experience. 3. Gender differences
were found in influences of living arrangement (whether they lived with their children or not), economical reasons,
and personality factors. These variables proved significant only for the elderly men. More elderly men who did not
live with their children than the elderly men who did had experienced dating, and economical reasons along with
personality factors proved to be obstructive for elderly men's dating life.

Keywords: widowed elderly, dating experience, attitude towards dating, restricting factor.
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(Table 1) Sample Description n(%)
n(%) n(%0)
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gender living status medium 136(31.9)
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65-69 153(35.8) lives alone or
) ) 290(67.9)
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age
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(Table 2) Elderly's dating experience n(%)
No Yes Total x2
Famale 289(92.6 54(7.4 312(100
(92.6) (7.4) (100) 11091+
Male 54(47.0) 61(53.0) 115(100)
Total 343(80.3) 115(19.7) 427(100)

#kp< 001
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(Table 3) Influences of the variables that affect female elderly's dating experience

. Model 1 Model 2 Model 3
Variables B Wald Exp(B) B Wald Exp(B) B Wald Exp(B)
age -.05 2.39 94 -.02 25 97 -.01 18 .98
Socio- education 33 235 1.40 32 191 138 38 234 1.46
demographic living arrangement(lives
with married 18 17 1.20 .30 42 1.36 .70 1.86 2.01
children=1)
personal need level 18 .39 1.20 31 .89 1.36
disposition acceptance level 23" 7.76 1.26 30" 9.56 135
social atmosphere .10 17 1.10
N attitude of  children -52" 433 59(1.69)
e health 02 01 1.03
economical factors -.10 .16 .90
personality =27 .88 .76
2LL 156.59 144.86 134.36
Cox & Snell R® 02 06 .09
Nagelkerke R 05 14 2
chi-square 7.61 19.347 29847
Hosmer-Lemeshow 71 % (%) 16.66° 11.93 9.93

K< 05 Fp< 0] **4p<.00]

- ARBY 851 B 9ol BxpB)7) 150k 28 g Zb] v, oleldh A 9ol FAWFE uhe] shlak ol folsieh Fadoz,
HH EANTE BpB)E ANSHE e UAREANT ExpB) olekold MRt AAske] ()&l EAY.

(Table 4) Influences of the variables that affect male elderly's dating experience

. Model 1 Model 2 Model 3
Variables
B Wald Exp(B) B Wald Exp(B) B Wald Exp(B)
age .03 .76 1.03 .06 2.89 1.07 .09 3.46 1.09
Socio- education 12 A8 1.13 .02 .02 1.02 -.01 .00 96
demographic  |living arrangement(lives "
with married -44 75 .64 =72 1.80 48 -1.29 3.82 .27(3.70)
children=1)
personal need level 28 .64 1.32 48 1.30 1.62
disposition acceptance level 23" 4.12 1.26 30" 3.82 1.35
social atmosphere -24 84 78
attitude of *
N children -51 3.98 59(1.69)
restricting
factors health =22 1.10 .80
economical factors 62" 5.72 .53(1.88)
personality 66" 7.84 1.95(.51)
2LL 157.73 147.85 126.53
Cox & Srell R 01 .09 24
Nagelkerke R 01 12 32
chi-square 1.25 11.14° 3245™
Hosmer-Lemeshow 7 4 (%) 12.82 11.00 5.71

<05 *p<0l ***p<.001

- AF®7E A AFolE Exp®B)7t 180 22 gk 2HA S, ole @ AellE E7
o
o

F8 vro] s4als Aol golah,
FnH oz, um AT ExpB)F AN A2 YA EAEF2) ExpB) ©lh wel

H
o WAnt ALt ()Fl BAIR.
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