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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to acquire in-depth understanding regarding teachers’ experiences with North Korean

defectors’ young children during their initial settlement period at Pyeconghwa Kindergarten. The participants of this
study included 2 kindergarten teachers and 15 North Korean defectors' young children along with 3 local classmates.
Qualitative data was collected via interviews and in-class observations. The study results show that (1) teachers witnessed
that North Korean defectors’ young children came from diverse backgrounds and struggled with emotional insecurity
while local classmates were being excluded by them, (2) teachers had difficulties to communicate and make a consensus

with their parents while teachers’ efforts to communicate were being paid off gradually, and (3) teachers felt that

kindergarten education was de-prioritized administratively to elementary education, and many programs were cancelled

due to lack of understanding of in-charge staff.
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(Table 1) The

Number of North Korean Defectors’ Young Children at Pyeonghwa Kindergarten

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

3 years 6 16 9 29 16 15 10
4 years 5 14 12 18 19 30 15
5 years 6 13 12 20 19 15 23 33 10
Totals 6 13 23 50 40 62 58 78 35
Aggregate 6 19 42 92 132 194 252 330 365

From Pyeonghwa Kindergarten (2013).
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(Table 2) Demographic Information of Kindergarten Teacher

Teaching . Work period
Name Gender Age experience Education at Pyeonghwa Kindergarten
Teacher Kim Female 53 32 years University 2006. 3. ~ 2011. 2.
Teacher Kang Female 34 7 years Graduate school 2011. 3 ~ Now
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(Table 3) Demographic Information of North Korean Defectors’ Young Children Attended Pyeonghwa

Kindergarten during March~May 2009

Name Age Gender Attendance period Grou; Name Age  Sex Attendance period Grou
g p p g p p
Junho 3 Male 2/ 1~3/5 Unpr(())?elcte g4 | Hyeokcheol 3 Male 49~171 005
Geumhyang 5 Female 21 ~306 002 Jinju 3 Female 4/ 9~71 Unp‘r’g’écte i
Daeguk 5 Male 32~ 423 003 Byeol 3 Female 4/ 9~7/1 Unpf(ftgcte i
Guk 4 Male 3/2 ~4/23 003 Hakseong 5 Male 5/ 6 ~ /28 006
. 003
Jeonggjun 4 Male 3/2~4/23 Unprotected Dongcheol 4 Male 56 ~ 728 006
Heegeum 3 Female 3/2 ~4/23 003 Mihyang 4 Femal 56 ~ 728 006
Jeonga 5  Female 312 ~ 6/ 4 oo4 Chunsim 3 Femal 5/ 6 ~ 728 006
Cheolryong 4 Male 49~71 005
(Table 4) Demographic Information of Young Children Attended Pyeonghwa Kindergarten
Name Age Gender
Ilnam Male
Ilcheol Male
Ilyeo Female
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