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The effects of home literacy environment during the preschool period on
first grader's language performance and school adjustment
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This paper reports on a study that examined the longitudinal and concurrent effects of the home literacy
environment(HLE) on first grade language performance, and the effect of language performance on school adjustment.
Study subjects were 469 first graders of 6 elementary schools. The parents' and teacher's reports were used to investigate
the subjects' language performance, school adjustment, and the HLE before and after the elementary school entry.
Findings from the study show that there is an association between the HLE during the preschool period and the HLE
in first grade, and the HLE in first grade positively affects children's language performance. Also the children's language
performance had a positive influence on their school adjustment. Therefore, it can be concluded that the HLE during
the preschool period is a significant feature that lingers to affect children’s language performance and school adjustment.
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(Table 1) Means and standard deviation of research variables

(N = 469)
Latent variables Observed variables Ranges of score M(SD)
Home Literacy Environment during the preschool period 7.00 - 35.00 21.75(5.49)
Home Literacy Environment in first grade 7.00 - 35.00 21.31(5.38)
Children’s language performance 7.00 - 35.00 26.67(7.04)
Relationship with teacher 0.00 - 14.00 9.99(3.43)
School
. School preference/avoidance 0.00 - 14.00 10.42(3.29)
adjustment
Relationship with peers 0.00 - 12.00 8.09(2.98)
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(N = 469)
Latent variables Observed model 1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Home Literacy Environment 1
during the preschool period
2. Home Literacy Environment e
. .76 1
in first grade
3. (hildren’s Language performmance 37" 44" 1
4. Relationship with teacher 267 337 557 1
School o . s s
5. School preference/avoidance 28 35 .67 76 1
adjust-ment
6. Relationship with peers 257 307 60" 737 2" 1
*» < .05, **p < .01, ***p < 001
<Table 3> Fit index of Observed model
(N = 469)
Variables X drf D TLI CFI RMSEA
Index 19.90 8 .01 99 99 .06
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[Figure 1] The path and the standardized regression coefficient of the theorethical model of school adjustment

(Table 4) Direct, indirect, and total effects of home literacy environment during preschool period and in first

grade predicting language performance

(N = 469)
. . Direct Indirec Total p
Independent bl Dependent bl
fidependent vanables ependent vanables effects t effects effects value
Home Literacy Environment Home Literacy Environment 77 00 77
during the preschool period in first grade ’ ’ ’
Home Literacy Environment Children’s language
. .35 .00 .35
in first grade performance
Home Literacy Environment Children’s language performance 12 27 39 p<.01
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