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Abstract

This study set out to examine the adaptation capabilities of husbands in multicultural families and further identify
strengths to maintain a healthy multicultural family based on the grounded theory. For those objectives, the investigator
had an ongoing interview with ten husbands that had a child in the setting of multicultural family and were judged
to maintain a healthy family. Question analysis through the method of Strauss & Cobin and the abstraction and
categorization process among similar concepts identified total 89 concepts, 24 subcategories, and 11 categories. In
a paradigm model according to the axial coding results, the causal condition was “having an international marriage
with the spouse"; the contextual conditions were “crisis in the development of multicultural family" and “general family
conflicts"; the mediating condition was “positive self-rationalization"; and the central phenomena were “family-oriented
value" and “cultural tolerance." The operation and interaction strategies for them were “forming communicative couple
relationships," “cultivating cultural sensibility," and “utilizing unofficial external resources." The adaptation capabilities
were “satisfaction with family life" and “pride in building a healthy multicultural family."

Keywords: adaptation capabilities, husbands in multicultural families, identify strength, grounded theory, healthy
multicultural family
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(Table 1) Research participants' general background
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(Table 2) Research participants' Categorization'- husbands in
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multicultural families of adaptation capabilities

Concepts(open cording) Sub categories Categories Paradigm
Pressure for marriage from people around, marriage bringing stability to life, Perceiving the
psychological pressure for the socially appropriate age for marriage Sollen of marriage
Having no fate of being married to a Korean woman, Korean women hating ~ Expansion of Having an
the idea of being married to the eldest son of the family, a sense of rejection  possibilities of inter
against Korean women taking the conditions and backgrounds of men into  international national Causal
account marriage marriage with  condition
Being fascinated by the first impression of the wife, the wife feels like my the
fate, Mother's excessive expectations for the daughter-in-law will be lowered  Proper as a spouse
if she is foreign, a favorable feeling toward a woman with the family support — spouse
awareness, feeling similarity between the wife's country and South Korea
Paying careful attention during the progress toward marriage, accepting the  Preserving the
request that sexual relationships will be postponed after marriage, sacredness of
confirming the information of the wife-to-be(family, life) first-hand marriage
Divorce is not acceptable, can risk personal sacrifice for the well-being of Trying to maintain the
family, family members should live together, different gender roles require  traditional functions of Family-
different duties family oriented value
Feeling sorry for the wife having a difficulty with a life in a foreign country
because of me, thinking about moving to the country of the wife in old age  Accepting the wife's
in anticipation of her nostalgia, agreeing that the wife will keep her original  positions Central
name and nationality, I must protect my wife because she is a woman phenomena
Not caring about the concern with and rejection against international marriage .
. o Confidence in
among the people around me, shaking away my fear about the possibility of . . .
e . . international marriage
failing in international marriage
Naturally dealing with the prejudices against multicultural families, having no Cultural
rejection against the country of the wife, I should teach her about things she tolerance
. . . Tolerance for the country
does not know because she is foreign, predicting that the couples of of the wife
international marriage will have many conflicts, taking this as an opportunity
to learn the culture and language of her country
Not communicating in the same language, the wife does not express how
sorry she is in words, the wife putting the dishes of her country on the table  Difficulties due to
often, the wife gets enraged with the mother-in-law for cutting the entire hair  cultural differences S
. . . Crisis in the
of her daughter, my wife and I have different ways of housekeeping
; : ] ] development of
Not favorable perception of big age difference between my wife and me, .
. . . . . multicultural
people think I have failed in getting a Korean wife, people regard . o .
. . . Exclusive prejudices family

multicultural families as a group of the same problems, my children suffer Contextual

. . . from people around me .
from maladaptation among their peers due to their postponed Korean conditions

command, my children are confused with their dual nationality

The wife takes the actions of the mother-in-law seriously, my mother is a
typical mother-in-law of Korea, both the wife and the mother will not make
a concession over the conflicts between them due to generational differences

Conflicts between roles
as the son and those as

the husband

It is not easy to deal with the personality of the wife, the wife is a sensitive
woman, the wife starts to come home late after working in society

Differences in personal

tendencies

General family
conflicts
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Concepts(open cording) Sub categories Categories Paradigm
I have strong resourcefulness, I have a nice personality, I objectively think
that both sides are to blame whatever the issue is, I will be considered to be .. .
. . . . . . Positive self-perceptions
a nice man in the family, I tend to be positive, | hate the idea of being beaten ..
Positive .

by others because I do not work hard A Mediating

: : . : self-rationalizat .
She connects with me in many aspects, she does good housekeeping, being ion condition
frugal, she is active with raising kids, she is clear with her communication, ~Thinking the spouse
she takes a progressive attitude to help other immigrant women, she tries to  positively
adapt to her life in South Korea and be good to her parents-in-law
Making a decision to live separately from my parents, transition from the roles  Performing my roles as a  Interactive
of son to those of husband, making a gesture of reconciliation first to the wife  spouse communication
Sharing the information of the household economy with the wife, discussing  Establishing equal couple — between

the rights with her, having quality time with her, investing time to household

chores and child rearing for her

relationships between husband and
man and woman wife

Trying to communicate with her via non-verbal messages, trying to teach her
many things, not treating her as a child, obtaining information about the

Being courteous by
recognizing the culture

cul@e of her- cquntry, adjustlr}g my expe‘:ctatlons abc.)ut her as a foreign wife, and values of the wife Developing Qperatlf)n and
trying to maintain close relationships with her family cultural interaction
Teaching my children to be bilingual, supporting my wife to use her mother sensibility strategies
tongue, learning her mother tongue through close communication, reminding  Sharing dual cultures
my children that they have dual nationality
Asking for advice over family matters from people around me, exchanging . .
with other multicultural families Sympathizing ﬁ‘;fx:f
Attending a religious organization in the community to receive help regarding . A
. . . . N Supporting her activities  external
my wife, supporting or accompanying her when she receives institutional . .
in the community resources
benefits
Being satisfied with my life overall, getting increasingly more satisfied with °ng w p oSt 10n. Satisfaction
. and feeling satisfied with . .
my wife . with family
the current life life
Family problems are gone, my wife and I lead a life like other couples Family stability
The number of children from multicultural families rises, my children growing
up in the plaza of cultures(two different cultures coexist) will have the greater o . L Results
e . .. . Internalization of visions  Pride in
possibility of becoming world citizens, there will be changes to the buildin
perceptions of multiculture in South Korean society hl:alth &8
I have foreign relatives unlike common Koreans, my perspective has . Y
. . .. multicultural
broadened to understand other cultures, I look proud by using two languages, Taking crisis as family

experiencing the country of my wife, increasing my intellectual property

through culture and language study

opportunity
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| causal condition |

contextual conditions |

having an intemational
marriage with the

Tpouss

crisis in the development

of multicultural family [r—

general family conflicts

| cenfral phenomena |

family-oriented value
cultural tolerance

| mediating condition |

positive self-

rationalization

operation and
interaction strategies

Interactive

Oy
sznibility

communication
between husband and wife

eveloping  cultural

Apphing informal extzrmal
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results

satisfaction with family Ifz

pridz in building 3 heslthy
multicuttural family

[Figure 1] Research participants' Paradigm Model
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