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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to describe and understand grandchild caregiving experiences of custodial grandparenting
in the dual-working adult-child middle class. The phenomenological approach of qualitative methods was used. The
participants were 10 grandmothers who were selected by criterion sampling and interviewed for about one and a
half hours. Data were analyzed by Colaizzi’s method i.e., the meaningful statements were extracted, followed by
categorization, summarization, and representation of codes. Lastly, a conclusion on the essence of experiences was
drawn.

The major results of this qualitative study were as follows: Firstly, involving the grandchild caregiving, most participants
had willingness of caring for the grandchild. Secondly, a layoff difference of adult child’occupation was observed
in the caregiving situation. Most participants took care of the daughters’ child, and the frequently reported number
of caregiving grandchild was ‘1 person’, caregiving period was ‘< 10 years’, and caregiving place was ‘grandparents’
house’. The participants’ activities were generally attending school, feeding, teaching grandchild, and domestic chores.
Material reward was about 500,000 won per grandchild. Thirdly, caregiving allowance was not requested from
government, except by some grandmothers. Consequently, grandmothers thought of grandchild caregiving as obligatory.
Based on unconditional yield and sacrifice, they sensed and identified more positive than negative aspects.

Key words: phenomenological study, grandchild caregiving experiences, caregiving environment
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(Table 1) Socio-demographic characteristics of participants

Livi h f
No. | Age | Education level erl;ger;(;ijt er T:c;llﬁqtbi;ifd Income source Occupation Health status | Social activity
: s religion
#1 73 hlf:digt};zgl son ) dalusol?t ors son’s salary housewife arthritis activity
& & realty rent center for senior
iversit 1 . ter fo i
#2 | 73 umvers.l Y - son realty rent housewife good center (.)r semor
graduation 2daughters community house
iversit 1 . . .
#3 65 ;::;E;;loi husband | daljzl}:ter husband’s salary housewife depression athletics
. . religion
#4 62 umvers'l y husband Ison savings housewife gynecol'ogy activity
graduation 1daughter operation .
athletics
#5 67 lg;g:rzlg - | dilslggter cagegivig reward housewife arthritis athletics
. daughter o .
#6 68 high SChOOI son-in-law 1daughter savings housewife th}.]mldltls volunt'eermg
graduation 2grandchildren diabetes community house
. daughter . .
high school 1 ki . h
#7 67 1§r0 SCO oto son-in-law 3da so}rllt ors cagegivig reward bienete:repl?ii: arthritis comn;tlilr;:t}i/cs ouse
p ou 2grandchildren ug up
husband
hieh school son arthritis
#8 67 fa duation daughter 2sons husband’s salary housewife loss of left community house
£ -in-law eyesight
2grandchildren
1 English
university husband Ison r'ea ty rent ne '1s arthritis . .
#9 61 . . retirement pay education— interruption
graduation 1grandchild ldaughter . . . lack of sleep
savings interruption
high school 1 i . thleti
#10 | 74 187 56100 husband son Savings housewife good ateties
drop out 2daughters | cagegivig reward community house
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