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Abstract

This study was aimed to draw objective results for the images of Korean wave actresses, using statistical methods.

Four Korean wave actresses, Young-ae Lee, Jee-hyun Jun, Hae-Gyo Song, and Jee-woo Choi, were selected by
surveying foreign students studying in Korean universities. The survey aimed to list ‘adjectives’ associating their image
cuts by the free association method. A total of 26 adjective pairs were finally selected, for which the cluster analysis
of Ward’s method were performed. Also, for comparative analysis of their images, factorial analysis using the principal
component analysis and varimax rotation was performed. One-way analysis of variance and Scheffe’s method for the
adjective pairs was done by using factor scores obtained from this study.

We observed that Korean wave actresses have their own images, and the results of this study are summarized as
follow:

The comparativeness analysis shows that Young-ae Lee is superior in the dignity factor, but low in fashion as

a factor. Jee-hyun Jun is remarkable in attractiveness and fashion, and has the highest fashioning factor score. Jee-woo
Choi is equal for attractiveness, fashioning, and activeness, and is most ‘feminine’ in fashioning. Hae-Gyo Song is
quite different from other actresses, and is considered ‘pretty’ in the attractiveness factor, and ‘sportive’ in the fashion
factor.

We suggest that Korean export companies should apply these results to fashion products for countries where trade
is thriving with the Korean wave boom. We expect that the sales would be considerably increased.
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[Figure 1] Wave perm hair style, Flame, Google image,
2000

[Figure 2] Uniform of Woman Soldier, Joint Security
Area, Google image, 2000
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(Figure 3) White Knit Sweater, Flare Skirt, A Gift,
Google image, 2001

Korean Traditional Costume of
Dangui(EE#%), The Great Jang-geum,
Google image, 2003

(Figure 4)

(Figure 5) White blouse, Sympathy For Lady
Vengeance, 2005

(Figure 6) Black leather garment, Sympathy For Lady
Vengeance, 2005
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(Figure 7) Uniform, Happy together, Google image,
1999

(Figure 8) Check muffler, Black coat, Happy
together, Google image, 1999
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(Figure 9) White Knit Sweater, Siwolae, Google
image, 1999
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(Figure 10) Blue Denim Shirts, My Sassy Girl,
Google image, 2001

(Figure 11) Pink cotten Shirts, My Sassy Girl, Google
image, 2001
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(Figure 12) Animal pattern coat, The Thieves, Google
image, 2012
(Figure 13) Body suit, The Thieves, Google image, 2012

(Figure 14) Trench Coat, Berlin, Google image, 2012
(Figure 15) Pink Coat, My love from another star,
Google image, 2014,
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Black dress, My love from another star,

(Figure 16)
Google image, 2014
(Figure 17) Sepia jacket, Assassination, Google
image, 2015
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(Figure 18) White blouse, Tailwinds of obstetrics and
gynecology, Google image, 1999-2000
(Figure 19) Maid uniform, An autumn’s tale, Google

image, 2000
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autumn’s tale, Google image, 2000

(Figure 21) Jersey shirt & skirt, Guardian angel,
Google image, 2001
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(Figure 22) Sky blue jacket & white one-piece dress,
Full house, Google image, 2004

(Figure 23) White knit sweater, My girl and I, Google
image, 2005

(Figure 24) Black Muffler, Begie Coat, That winter,
the Wind Blow, Google image, 2013

(Figure 25) Khaki vest & stripe shirt, The descendant
of sun, Google image, 2016
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(Figure 26) Pink shirts blouse, The descendant of
sun, Google image, 2016
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(Figure 27) Begie Coat & high school umform, Winter
Sonata, Google image, 2002

(Figure 28) Jacket & Coat, Winter Sonata, Google
image, 2002
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(Figure 29) Pink one-piece dress & sepia coat,
Stairways of Heaven, Google image,
2003

(Figure 30) Black suit with scarf, air city, Google
image, 2003
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(Figure 31) Sepia cardigan & black one-piece dress,
Star's lover, Google image, 2008

(Figure 32) Blouse with pattern, Temptation, Google
image, 2014
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(Table 2) Comparative analysis results for Korean actress’ images

Factor Adjective Young-Ae Lee Jee-Woo Cho Jee-Hyun Jun Hae-Koo Song F
Attractiveness
3.991 4.102 4.994 4.823 w
Pretty-Not Pretty C B A A 195.03
Attractive- 4729 4019 4906 4736 18374
Not Attractive B C A B ’
. . 4.897 4.605 5.115 4.587
Nice-Not Nice B C A C 226.94
. 3.623 3.856 4.987 4.608 P
Fancy-Plain D C A B 196.37
o 4391 4.169 4.365 4276
Like-Dislike A C A B 171.70
4461 5.020 4.776 4789 P
Innocent-Strong C A B B 108.70
3.653 3.856 4235 4.494 o
Cute-Mature D C B A 83.00
3.867 4310 4.683 4283
Sexy-Not Sexy D B A C 4532
Diginity
- 5.978 5.302 5.143 4910 -
Refined 30241
Not Refined A B C D
5.237 4722 4.691 3.818
Elegant-Vugar A B B C 227.63
. 4.847 4.762 4.103 4.069 P
Neat-Squalid A A C D 75.69
. 4,269 4.171 4.210 3.962 w
Luxurious-Cheap A B A C 48.35
. - 3.776 3973 4.410 4.067
Romantic-Realistic C B A A 68.82
4.692 4416 4318 4.074 w
Mature-Young A B C D 39.74
Intelligent- 4.449 4201 4.116 4.097 2387
Not Intelligent A B C D '
Fashionity
s . 3.606 4.888 3.759 4497 P
Feministic-Manish D A C B 199.31
. 4813 4.856 B C P
Elegant-Spotive A A 4333 3087 135.42
Fashionable- 3918 4.345 4.678 4302 12769
Not Fashionable D C A B ’
ical- 5.603 4.265 3.440 3.903 -
Classical 137.123
Avant-garde A B D C
. . 3.518 4233 4.652 4419 -
Polish-Countrified D C A B 182.95
Activity
. . 4.961 4.036 4.915 4554 o
Active-Inactive A C A B 21.76
ive- 5421 4.590 3.676 3.557 .
Aggressive 33428
Reserved A C B C
; 5.020 3352 4.739 4557 s
Independent 20486
Dependent A D B C
4798 4.831 4.683 4377 o
Natural-Awkward C A B C 55.86
Softness
3413 4.252 3.613 3.446 .
Soft-Hard D A B C 116.32
. 3.179 3.613 3.595 4.265
Flexible-Tough D B C A 100.78
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(Table 3) High-ranked fashion images and adjectives for Korean actress

Factor

Attractiveness Diginity Fashionity Activity Softness
Actress
Refined. Classical
Young-Ae L Lik ’ ) Independent Tough
oung-ae Lee e Elegant Not Fashionable fcepencen oug
Feministi
Jee-Woo Cho Innocent Neat Cmmsic, Natural Soft
Elegant
Pretty, R tic, Fashionable, .
Jee-Hyun Jun tty omar'l IC @ 1o.na ¢ Active
Attractive Luxurious Polish
Hae-Gyo Song Pretty Romantic Sportive - Flexible
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