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Varying Efficacy and Interaction of Teachers in Pretend Play of Children,
Based on Their Knowledge of Pretend Play Levels
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Abstract

This study attempted to investigate the teachers’ knowledge concerning the levels of pretend play of children, and
examine their efficacy and interaction in pretend play. The subjects were 41 teachers, tutoring 3 to 4 year old students
enrolled in 19 daycare centers, in Seoul and Gyeonggi-do. The subjects answered a questionnaire, and data were collected
on the knowledge and efficacy of teachers. The teachers’ level of interaction was based on observation.

Based on answers to the questionnaire and surveillance during interaction of the teachers, following results were
observed. The teachers had difficulty in recognizing some levels of pretend play. Based on their knowledge, there
were significant differences in pretend play efficacy of teachers, and their interaction during pretend play.

This study provides practical suggestions for a teacher’s training program, to promote their knowledge about pretend
play of children.
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(Table 1) Demographic characteristics of research participants

Variables M%)
Teachers
Male 0(0)
Gender
Female 41(100)
Age Mean 25.1
(years) Range 23-28
Career Mean 28
(months) Range 16-34
) 3-year college graduate 7(17)
Education
4-year college graduate 34(83)
Daycare Centers & Classes
Number of Daycare centers 19
Centers & Classes Classes 41
3-year-old class 12(29)
Class Age 4-year-old class 15(36)
3-4-year-old class 14(35)
Mean of class size 24.4
Teacher:child Range of chllldren 20-27
Ratio peivl one ¢ ;ss
ean of 1: 119
Teacher:child ratio
Age of Children Mean 56
(months) Range 44-69
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(Table 2) Means and standard deviations of teachers'

ratings for pretend play

(N=41)
Levels of pretend play M (SD)
Level 1 Simple self-pretending 1.87 ( .07)
Level 2 Simple other-pretending 2.09 (.35
Level 3 Object-pretending & substitution 1 345 (2.16)
Level 4 Object-pretending & substitution 2 5.88 (2.35)
Level 5 Imaginative object 411 (1.56)
Level 6 Complementary dramatic play 576 (1.44)
Level 7 Cooperative sociodramatic play 6.62 (2.51)
Level 8  Compositive sociodramatic play 6.03 (1.12)

oz, AUy WAkl SjdEe] £ o
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A HJriet A3t o] S AFAP} 0|2 A3t
AAGE A Gekzo] <7 Tt xpolel Auigks AHESH
o} whbA] o] Auigke] FA7E 2 Ao Awvt
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o]l 1~8 ZF ol tigh A|2)o] wrbEe] A4
Tof| Wt xfolE Hol=A] dohr i} 3H3irh. WA 1l
ARE] A2 vt wo o vk ok RS 5
H3hzo] 7t Adigte] A HrE 2R wARE
43 Fho 2 Wro] 71158 AAlEkInh o] wf At
o] 1 H5E 03, HARSTE 133030, 15t
HuAsE 163, HA HAE5E 30%e] 225 HYh
<Table 3>9] -71F-& g Aol 93t %3hzol9
Foll Uigk x2le] Aris sl ek kol Adigke] 9
Alell $lo] ztol& HATH#=-7.53, p < .001). 2l u}
g} AR 353(=-2.66, p < .05), 455(=-3.04, p <
01), 553(=-2.53, p < .05), 853(1=-2.20, p < .05)°]
A ek Thell fofgt zpo|7} e, WARE Thell=
frofe] d3hizo] ol s IAlEkL e H=rt the
S o F ek A ekl &3 wAFEe] -3, 4, 5, 85
Fo] Jahzole] Al EH WA dXERE ] 2
o7} Hulgte] Hro= HYS uwl 0.27(15=%)0IA
1.50(8<0)oll At 22t aF Hehs AurH 0.95(1
Tl 4.67(470)2 diH R & Hdighs 1o,
Eolo] Al wAPL QlAlshE e Aolrt A

Ak aAbr} Zic olefa Ash 4 Ag wAEo] 3

Hekoluls) S Fe] g

=
4 73 gvkn $NE 5 ok

2. GEE0| £E0 ohet KA HEO G2 @AY
ogts0| 34 F5%

A3hzo] ol theh A2e] Frert Eal vhgol wet
WALe] HEhmo] wg st Abolrt lEA| ANE A
= t}2-9] <Table 4>¢} 2t}

&z old gk A|2e] Hxof ujg} wAale] oghzol
W EeAh Ad-sk At ol FH(=2.94, p < .01) H
39 Wl Qo) BT fela AolE wairk Ao 4
T7F =2 o] A, dEmo] 5l tigh Aldel 3k
o ke kel s o 3.130] E3kowl(=2.20, p
<.05), ole} fARHAl J&me] At 7|del] gk 21d el
A= oF 2.6%0] =7 UERTHE=-2.53, p < .05).

WAR] ko] wg Bstt A AA| £33l 19

7Hele eket ul, ¢ Heke 29 HF 28670 ) 3
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(Table 3) Intergroup differences in the absolute value of teachers' ratings for pretend play

(N=36)
Higher Group Lower Group
Level of pretend play (n=18) (n=18) t
M(SD) M(SD)
Level 1 Simple self-pretending 27 (1.02) 95  (1.64) -1.98
Level 2 Simple other-pretending .39 (.50) 1.89  ( .96) -1.95
Level 3 Object-pretending & substitution 1 72 (.57 3.56  (1.19) -2.66°
Level 4 Object-pretending & substitution 2 128  (127) 467  (1.45) 3.04"
Level 5 Imaginative object 1.24 (1.02) 323 (1.22) 253"
Level 6 Complementary dramatic play 1.06 (.73) 1.39  (1.24) =97
Level 7 Cooperative sociodramatic play 72 (.67) 1.44  (1.54) -1.82
Level 8 Compositive sociodramatic play 1.50 (.92) 4.51 (1.69) 220
Total 738 (231  21.64 (2.89) -7.53"
<05 “p<.01 Tp<.001
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(Table 4) Intergroup differences in the teachers' efficacy for pretend play according to the teachers' knowledge

(N=36)
Higher Group Lower Group
Teachers' Efficacy (n=18) (n=18) ¢
M(SD) M(SD)
Belief in pretend .
play efficacy 22.87(3.79) 19.78(3.89) 2.20
Belief in pretend 31.50(2.60) 28.86(3.11) 2 53
play expectation
Total 54.37(4.94) 48.64(5.74) 2.94"
p < .05 p < .01
3. A0l £T0| chet XA Mol WE @Al AT ol AUsP WFl el et Hg 1t
He=0| MSEE ol Frefgk xbol7F UehbA] eFsket. vhd, “molol] ¥R

o) WA WFE BAHem fold Aolg mel
(=670, p < .001). TAH o2 5280 8o glo]

AE A2 Awrt o walSoe] FARE)(=2.18, p
A= <Table 5>9]] 11]/\]6‘]-

(Table 5) Intergroup differences in the teachers' interaction for pretend play according to the teachers' knowledge

(N=36)
Higher Group Lower Group
Teachers' Interaction (n=18) (n=18) t
M(SD) M(SD)
. Mediating the conflict 1.35  (1.73) 1.50  (1.67) -.29
Supporting e X :

play passively Prov1.dmg materials or environment 507  (2.16) 406 (2.11) 1.28
Helping the play 1.78  (1.81) 275 (2.05) -1 .36
Subtotal 821 (4.12) 832 (3.40) - .07
Observing 407 (297) 256 (2.31) 1.56
Showing Encouraging 357 (1.9 344 (2.50) .16
interest in play Questioning 529  (1.68) 3.81  (2.02) 218
Describing 400 (1.84) 225  (1.94) 2 .60

Subtotal 1786 (2.63) 1231 (1.89) 670"

Inducing participation 293 (1.77) 69 (.79 2 53"

Paying parallel with children 343 (1.93) 50 (1.18) 1 44"
Promoting Modeling 1.29  (1.07) 69 (.87) 1.69
play Taking roles 17.64  (5.62) 1531  (4.90) 1.21
Suggesting 3.03  (2.69) 238  (1.63) 78
Adjusting the environment 351 (231 2.69 (1.78) 1.09

Subtotal 3183 (832) 26.81  (7.11) 265

. Leading 6.28 (2.81) 8.50 (3.07) 2 .04

Leading play . X

Directing/Teaching .00 ( .00) 42 (.54 - .06

Subtotal 628 (2.81) 8.50 (3.07) 2 .04

Others Looking around 386 (2.03) 3.50  (1.90) .50*
Interacting with other children 336 (241 2.00 (1.21) 1.99
Subtotal 721  (3.33) 5.50  (2.25) 1.67

<05 "p<.o01 p<.001
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