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of Tsumori Chisato’s Fashion Design
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Abstract

Designer Tsumori Chisato has consistently introduced creativity embedded in the peculiar and artful emotion of
her work. This purpose of this study is to infer characteristics of her fashion design through a formative analysis.
For this study literature review and a case study were conducted about Chisato’s fashion design, activities and collections
from 2004 S/S-2016 S/S. Results from this study are as follows. H line and A line of straight silhouettes reveal the
highest percentage in shape. Variously mixed tones are featured in colorful presentations. Hand-drawing with different
concepts or diverse patterns are characterized by a high percentage in patterns. Print is most prevalent among presentation
methods. In terms of material, mix and match with diversity account for the highest portion. Ornamental detail is
characterized with the use of curves or creases to highlight the feminine image, mixture of several details, and presentation
of appliqué or patchwork. Analysis of the aesthetic feature(or element) in Chisato’s fashion design can be characterized
as emphasis on a cute and romantic girl's emotional image; fashion fantasy given in a surrealistic fairy tale illusion;
beauty of playfulness with fun emotion; and expression of fine handicraft-like ornamental beauty with different add-on
details. Analytic results provide an opportunity to explore the design process and expressions of Chisato building on
a unique world of works and to reconsider creative initiation of value in design.

Key words: Tsumori Chisato, Formativeness, Feministic beauty of a girl's emotion, Fantastic beauty of fairy tale,
Playful beauty with fun emotion, Handicraft beauty
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[Figure 1] [Figure 2]
New Balance +Tsumori Shu Uemura +Tsumori
Chisato, Chisato,
-http://hypebeast.com/2008  -http://news kmib co kr/arti

/05/tsumori-chisato-x-new-
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Chisato, +Tsumori Chisato,
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(Table 1) Theme from 2004 S/S-2007 F/W

Theme ‘04 S/S- ‘04 F/W- ‘05 S/S- ‘05 F/W-
Greek Mythology Music Lover Swinging Flowers Bloomsbury
Image [Figure 5] [Figure 6] [Figure 7] [Figure 8]
2004 S/S, 2004 F/W. 2005 S/S. 2005 F/W.
-https://www facebook -https://www facebook -https://www facebook -http://www vogue co
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3.10150153022000026&t =3 977.1015015302200002 ri-chisato#collection
ype=3 6&type=3
Theme ‘06 S/S- ‘06 F/W- ‘07 S/S- ‘07 F/W-
Sea Icy Land Sun Country Modern China
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(Table 2) Formative Analysis of Design from 2004 S/S-2007 F/W

Season ‘04 ‘04 ‘05 ‘05 ‘06 ‘06 ‘07 ‘07

Division S/S F/W S/S F/W S/S F/W S/S F/W Total
Straight 54 43 46 45 46 43 48 50 375

Form Bulk 2 6 - 5 5 12 5 3 38
Total 56 49 46 50 51 55 53 53 413

Single item 34 14 29 26 37 31 35 20 226

2piece items 2 26 15 16 14 16 17 20 156

frem — 3iece items - 9 2 8 - 8 1 3 31
Total 56 49 46 50 51 55 53 53 413

Multicolor 37 32 41 49 44 53 48 49 353

Color 1 color 19 17 5 1 7 2 5 4 60
Total 56 49 46 50 51 55 53 53 413

Hand drawing 7 4 5 11 3 18 6 7 61

Geometric, abstract 32 20 25 21 22 19 19 14 172

Pattern  None 17 19 11 4 10 4 5 45 82
Mixed - 6 5 14 16 14 23 20 98

Total 56 49 46 50 51 55 53 53 413

Print 12 13 17 12 16 15 17 9 111

Dyeing 4 9 7 11 5 14 5 7 62

Pattern  Etc 17 5 5 10 12 5 10 7 71
technique  Mixed 6 3 6 13 8 17 16 18 87
None 17 19 11 4 10 4 5 12 82

Total 56 49 46 50 51 55 53 53 413

Hard - - 1 4 5 1 5 4 20

Soft 8 6 5 8 20 1 12 4 65
See-through 9 - 6 2 5 - 4 - 26

. Brilliant, glossy 11 10 2 4 4 7 11 5 54

Textile

Leather - 2 - - - - - - 2

Knit - - - 4 4 19 3 5 35

Mixed 28 31 32 28 13 26 18 35 211

Total 56 49 46 50 51 55 53 53 413

Shirring, ruffle, pleats, etc 31 26 8 9 15 14 17 10 130

Beads, sequin 1 1 - 1 - 2 2 2 9

Fringe - - - - - 3 - 2 5

Trompe 1’oeil - - - - 4 1 2 3 10

gzlc’g‘}g‘;i( 5 ; 1 13 1 1 9 10 70

) Scallop - - 4 - 2 1 - - 7
Detall = llage 1 2 3 1 1 1 6 ; 15
Quilting - - - 2 - 2 - 3 7

Cut out 1 - 1 - - 2 - - 4

Etc 1 4 3 7 4 6 5 6 36

None 2 9 1 8 5 7 5 11 48

Mixed 14 7 15 9 9 5 7 6 72

Total 56 49 46 50 51 55 53 53 413
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(Table 3) Theme from 2008 S/S-2011 F/W

‘08 S/S- ‘08 F/W- ‘09 S/S- ‘09 F/W-
Theme Depths of Talk about Love Fairy tale Ethnic Cosmic Wonder
the Ocean
E
Image $ r . :
[Figure 13] [Figure 14] [Figure 15] [Figure 16]
2008 S/S. 2008 F/W. 2009 S/S. 2009 F/W,
-http://www firstview ¢ -http://www firstview c -http://www firstview ¢ -http://www firstview ¢
om/collection_images ph  om/collection_images.ph om/collection_images ph om/collection_images.ph
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wddg ddg ddg wddg
‘10 S/S- ‘10 F/W- ‘11 S/S- ‘11 F/W-
Theme Birds of Paradise Circus Colorful Finland
Pop Feeling Northern Lights
gy >
Image - f
[Figure 17] [Figure 18] [Figure 19] [Figure 20]
2010 S/S. 2010 F/W. 2011 S/S. 2011 F/W,
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3. M| 37]: 2012 S/S~2016 S/S
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Has| M ti<Table 5>. 2012 S/S AHA FA|= “Girls in
the Caribbean’ &2 IFE}2]7}, Fu}, vlolojn] 22 o



8 sh=Agtnsts|x| MI26W 35 2017
(Table 4) Formative Analysis of Design from 2008 S/S-2011 F/W
o Season ‘08 ‘08 ‘09 ‘09 ‘10 ‘10 ‘11 ‘11 Total
Division S/S F/W S/S F/W S/S FwW S/S F/W
Straight 46 45 45 47 40 44 47 42 356
Form Bulk 5 5 6 3 4 3 3 2 31
Total 51 50 51 50 44 47 50 44 387
Single item 34 29 24 14 15 12 24 20 172
2piece items 16 19 25 29 24 28 24 19 184
Bem e items 1 2 2 7 5 7 2 5 31
Total 51 50 51 50 44 47 50 44 387
Multicolor 48 49 49 43 41 46 50 44 370
Color 1 color 3 1 2 7 3 1 - - 17
Total 51 50 51 50 44 47 50 44 387
Hand drawing 18 10 9 13 20 17 21 14 122
Geometric, abstract 5 9 21 10 11 18 19 25 118
Pattem  None 8 9 2 13 8 9 - 5 54
Mixed 20 22 19 14 5 3 10 - 93
Total 51 50 51 50 44 47 50 44 387
Print 23 20 19 20 18 21 26 6 153
Dyeing 5 3 7 6 6 4 7 11 49
Pattern  Etc 8 8 5 3 2 4 6 7 43
technique  Mixed 7 10 18 8 10 9 11 15 88
None 8 9 2 13 8 9 - 5 54
Total 51 50 51 50 44 47 50 44 387
Hard - - - - - 1 1 - 2
Soft 16 11 15 14 10 8 11 1 86
See-through 5 2 2 - 11 3 3 - 26
Textile Brilliant, glossy 3 - - 7 - 1 2 3 16
Leather - - - - - - -
Knit 2 3 4 6 - 1 10 17 43
Mixed 25 34 30 23 23 33 23 23 214
Total 51 50 51 50 44 47 50 44 387
Shirring, ruffle, pleats, etc 16 15 17 20 36 24 14 7 149
Beads, sequin - - - - - 3 3 5 11
Fringe - - 2 1 3 - 2 8
Trompe 1’oeil - - - 2 - 1 4 2 9
I‘;ﬁgﬂ‘%‘m 10 12 7 10 - 2 7 6 54
) Scallop - - - - 1 1 4 - 6
Detail - jjage 8 5 4 2 1 ; 1 4 25
Quilting - - - - - - 1 1 2
Cut out 3 - - - - - 3
Etc 2 3 2 - - 1 - 12
None 5 3 5 6 3 9 12 43
Mixed 10 9 12 8 5 10 6 5 65
Total 51 50 51 50 44 47 50 44 387
FA] o[H]AZ ofo), ofA, 9lo] B BEEE & SkiPE FARZ OEa el 2og, ESe B 29
el2E 2 U AF BPRY 2P0 BAY AU AN e I AssEA A= =29, 29
e A& Figure 21], 2012 F/Woll= ‘Aprés  o|n|A], X E ZHE F tekst 7H-S 8313t Figure
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22]. 2013 S/Soll:= ‘Sedona Breeze’S FA|2 FolE 2}
7} zAo} @ A7) (George O’Keeffe)s} tlolH]= 534
(David Hockney) 2zl 8% A7t} RE|HE 2}-43)
A2 H(GAP Japan, 2012) AF2ke] 2|} &2, o, 4, ¢
F ZEE & Aek=E A oA ekl Figure
23], 2013 F/W+ ‘Marine Waterfall’S =42 njt} 7}
;(H 4 REBE 2207 2320 on|R|E £3}7F]
Ao g At Figure 24]. 2014 S/S FAI=

‘Japanese Summer’= Y& oFEE o|FH F, AY

o] #4 olux 2 AsNat.m[Figure 25], 2014 F/Wi=

5335l QE Qe 7Hgdow ZHSH“%}O:]U}[Figure 26]
2015 S/S FA|= ‘Garden in My heart’ 2 23} A S

BB &4 s3te] =iy &y on]A| 4“540}9?\94‘34
[Figure 27], 2015 F/W+= ‘Comic Adventure’E FA| 2
okala @ ael 77y Blol®, 2o l3|ElsEl](Roy
Lichtenstein)¥} &= g]¢k(Mondrian) ZHE o|n| 2] 5-& =
Yate] FolEA Aol AEES HrHsksirtFigure 28]
2016 S/S A= ‘Diving in the Ocean’ 02 271 2FH],
g, vtk AEA, 2 3 5 55 AAE 2ol F
314 delrEm 2y Ay

COZ

o <=
e =

#HF ol EAo]

‘Winter Jungle’s FA2 9%0], 5= 14928}, T34 t}{Figure 29].
e, A B T AA AES AT o] REEE
(Table 5) Theme from 2012 S/S-2016 S/S
Themm ‘12 S/S-Girls in the ‘12 F/W- ‘13 S/S- ‘13 F/W-
eme Caribbean Aprés Ski Sedona Breeze Marine Waterfall
Image
[Figure 21] [Figure 22] [Figure 23] [Figure 24]
2012 S/S, 2012 F/W, 2013 S/S, 2013 F/W,
-http://www vogue co -http://www vogue co -http://www vogue co -http://www vogue co
m/fashion-shows/spring-  m/fashion-shows/fall-20  m/fashion-shows/spring-  m/fashion-shows/fall-20
2012-ready-to-wear/tsu ~ 12-ready-to-wear/tsumo  2013-ready-to-wear/tsu  13-ready-to-wear/tsumo
mori-chisato#collection ri-chisato#collection mori-chisato#collection ri-chisato#collection
‘14 S/S- L4 FW- 15 §/S- ‘15 F/W- 16 S/5-
Theme Winter Jungle Garden . Diving
Japanese Summer . Comic Adventure .
in My heart in the Ocean
Image T ]
[Figure 25] [Figure 26] [Figure 27] [Figure 28] [Figure 29]
2014 S/S, 2014 F/W, 2015 S/S, 2015 F/W, 2016 S/S,
-http://www vogu -http://www vogu -http://www vogu -http://www vogu -http://www vogu

e.com/fashion-sho

ws/fall-2014-ready-

to-wear/tsumori-ch
isato#collection

e.com/fashion-sho
ws/spring-2014-rea
dy-to-wear/tsumori
-chisato#collection

e.com/fashion-sho
ws/spring-2015-rea
dy-to-wear/tsumori
-chisato#collection

e.com/fashion-sho
ws/spring-2016-rea
dy-to-wear/tsumori
-chisato#collection

e.com/fashion-sho

ws/fall-2015-ready-

to-wear/tsumori-ch
isato#collection
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(Table 6) Formative Analysis of Design from 2012 S/S-2016 S/S
Season ‘12 ‘12 ‘13 ‘13 ‘14 ‘14 ‘15 ‘15 ‘16 Tot
Division S/S F/W S/S F/W S/S F/W S/S FWwW S/S al
Straight 45 40 40 43 51 42 37 40 27 365
Form Bulk 3 2 2 2 3 2 3 2 1 20
Total 48 42 42 45 54 44 40 42 28 385
Single item 19 13 15 24 25 19 19 25 21 180
2piece items 28 24 25 17 26 24 18 16 5 183
fem 3 iece items 1 5 2 4 3 1 3 1 2 »
Total 48 42 42 45 54 44 40 42 28 385
Multicolor 48 42 41 44 54 44 40 42 25 380
Color 1 color - - 1 1 - - - - 3 5
Total 48 42 42 45 54 44 40 42 28 385
Hand drawing 44 26 38 35 37 27 32 32 21 292
Geometric, abstract - 6 - 13 7 - 7 3 43
Pattern None - - 2 3 1 3 3 - - 12
Mixed 4 10 2 - 3 7 5 3 4 38
Total 48 42 42 45 54 44 40 42 28 385
Print 28 15 23 11 26 5 19 15 13 155
Dyeing 4 8 3 6 11 7 2 6 3 50
Pattern  Etc - 4 1 9 1 8 7 9 4 43
technique  Mixed 16 15 13 16 15 21 9 12 8 125
None - - 2 3 1 3 3 - - 12
Total 48 42 42 45 54 44 40 42 28 385
Hard - - - - - - - - 1 1
Soft 10 7 11 13 8 6 10 8 8 81
See-through 3 2 4 - 10 - 3 - 7 29
. Brilliant, glossy 4 - 6 - 4 - 5 5 - 24
Textile
Leather 1 1 1 - - - - 1 - 4
Khnit 6 4 4 - 6 1 7 - 37
Mixed 24 23 16 28 32 32 21 21 12 209
Total 48 42 42 45 54 44 40 42 28 385
Shirring, ruffle, pleats, etc 10 8 10 11 18 9 11 5 4 96
Beads, Sequin 3 5 2 4 3 1 6 3 1 28
Fringe - 1 - 2 5 - - 3 2 13
Trompe 1’oeil - 2 - 1 - 1 - - - 4
Qgﬁﬁ%ﬁk 11 10 8 8 5 10 3 6 1 62
. Scallop - - 1 1 - 1 1 3 1 8
Detail * j1age 4 2 ; 1 4 4 2 ; T
Quilting - - 1 - - - - 2 - 3
Cut out 2 - 1 - - - 3 - 6
Etc - 1 1 2 2 - - - - 6
None 11 10 3 5 7 1 4 14 4 59
Mixed 7 3 5 10 10 17 13 3 15 83
Total 48 42 42 45 54 44 40 42 28 385
jx]9} ZskE o] FRlon, 53] ofd ofole] YAyt o 3lH FE T F31H 2EZE AT e EEYS
wobd deo] 4 RE R, &, &, E, 957, Qlo], o9l S AxET 2R AAHES] e =R Ye dukA
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(Table 7) Aesthetic Characteristics of Tsumori Chisato’s Fashion Design

Division Feministic beauty of Fantastic beauty of fairy = Playful beauty with fun Handicraft
girl's emotion tale emotion beauty
- Silhouette: straight & - Silhouette: straight & - Silhouette: straight & - Silhouette: straight &
bulk bulk bulk bulk
- Fashion feeling: cute + Fashion feeling: - Fashion feeling: - Fashion feeling:
Form & romantic girl’s surrealistic fairy tale, playful, fun, happy ornamental, artistic
emotion fantasy - Fashion item: mix & - Fashion item: mix &
+ Fashion item: mainly + Fashion item: mix & match fashion items, match fashion items,
one-piece dress item match fashion items, one-piece dress item one-piece dress item
one-piece dress item
+ Chromatic color + Multicolor + Multicolor * Multicolor
Color - Bright tone - Vivid, light, and bright - Vivid, light, and bright - Vivid, light, and bright
- Gradation effect tone tone tone
- Gradation effect + Pop color image
- Soft, brilliant, glossy, + Soft, brilliant, glossy, - Soft, brilliant, glossy, - Soft, brilliant, glossy,
Textile see- through, etc see- through, etc see- through, etc see- through, etc
+ Mixed textiles + Mixed textiles + Mixed textiles + Mixed textiles
- Sensibility hand - Hand drawing of - Hand drawing - Sensibility hand
drawing fantasy fairy tale - Cartoon, childish drawing
- Flower, garden, sea, image motif, children’s + Mixed patterns
Pattern . . .
bird, fish, cat, star, - Exotic landscapes drawing image
moon, young woman, - Surrealistic images + Pop art works
etc -+ Geometric, abstract
pattern
+ Print, dyeing, + Print, photo printing, - Print, patchwork, - Patchwork, applique,
Pattern patchwork, applique, dyeing, patchwork, dyeing, applique, sequin, beads,
Technique beads, embroidery, etc applique, beads, photo printing, beads, embroidery, etc
embroidery, etc etc
- Shirring, pleats, ruffle, - Applique, trompe - Applique, trompe + Embroidery, applique,
frill, drape, scallop, I’oeil, embroidery, I’oeil, embroidery, collage, patchwork,
Detail patchwork, applique, patchwork, beads, etc patchwork, beads, etc sequin, beads, etc

beads, sequin, etc

- Mix & match of

decorative details

+ Mix & match of

decorative details

- Mix & match of

decorative details

- Mix & match of

decorative details
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