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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify the difference of children’s happiness and playfulness according to the
Environmental Characteristics Change of a Classroom in Child Care Center. One classroom was changed based on
0Olds’(2001) Residential Core Model of the Second Home Child Care Center. Participants were 42 children who was
3 to 4 years of age. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics, using paired t-test. The findings are summarized
as follows: (1) There was a significant difference between before and after children’s happiness, according to the change
of classroom. Children’s happiness was increased after change of a classroom. (2) There was a significant difference
between before and after children’s playfulness, according to the change of a classroom. Children’s playfulness was

increased, after change of a classroom.

In conclusion, if children live child care center and it is like home, children are happier and more playful. So,
day care center teachers should plan and operate the environment of child care centers in consideration of the needs
and developmental characteristics of who desire to children to live in a comfortable state like at home.
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(Table 2) Paired-t test of children’s happiness according to classroom change

before(n=42) after(n=42)
M(SD) M(SD) t
child-teacher relationship 16.80(2.63) 17.39(2.61) 235"
peer relationship 11.48(2.38) 12.02(2.76) -1.97°
cognition & achievement 14.12(2.93) 15.09(3.63) 271"
immersion 11.34(2.19) 12.56(2.24) 3.94™
sensibility of art 14.95(2.32) 16.00(3.30) 281"
emotion 11.43(1.69) 13.00(1.96) S
*p < 05 p < 0 P p < 001

(Table 3) Paired-t test of children’s playfulness according to classroom change

before(n=42) after(n=42)
t
M(SD) M(SD)

leading participation 40.10(7.02) 42.71(9.39) 3.02"

cognitive flexibility 28.07(5.46) 32.15(6.35) 647"

expression of joy 20.96(2.62) 21.98(2.74) 2.54"
voluntary full immersion 15.63(2.34) 18.03(3.18) 692"
*p <.05 **p <.01 ¥** p < .001
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