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A Study on the Femininity of Women’s Costumes
in Na Hye-Seok’s Paintings
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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the femininity of the ‘New Women’ among the works by Na Hye-seok and the features
of modern clothing during the modernization process in the colonial era by using that was captured during the Japanese
imperialism. For the methodology, the background of the emergence of the ‘New Women’ who possessed pivotal roles
in the transition period to modern society and the formation of femininity was investigated The femininity of the ‘New
Women’ as a practical and historical entity was embodied through the group costume of women in the patriarchal
mood of the feudal society in the past and social environments during the colonial era.

The significance of women’s costumes can be converged into modernization. The transitional change in the research
on costume history is very meaningful. Furthermore, it is necessary to pay attention to the research on costumes and
femininity observed in the works by Na Hye-seok, the as representations of the modern woman, because such research
can contemplate the social circumstances and reality of women at that time.
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(Table 1) Na Hye-seok's Work List
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Na Hye-seok's Work List

Writing List
essay
poem . an unexplored
literary travels
novel - play " work
criticism
13 59 9 1
104

Drawing List
interview print Chosun
letters illustration Art Exhibition existing work
survey response cartoon Winner Work
22 8 18 15
41
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(Table 2 ) A change of Hanbok style
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A change of Hanbok style
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Length of long Jeogori
Length of foot length skirt

Length of the shortened
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1930s

e

Sailor-type bachelor

Length of knee-length skirt .
uniform
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(Table 3 ) A change of Western style
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Modern girl

.

Silhouette of human

Universalization of pants
(mombbe)

Straight silhouette of

body curve angled shoulders
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[Figure 1 1 Na Hye-Seok,
The very end of the year 1, 1919

[Figure 2 1 Na Hye-Seok,
The very end of the year 2, 1919
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[Figure 4] Na Hye-Seok,
Kim Il-yeop’ Diary, 1920
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[Figure 3 ] Na Hye-Seok,
The very end of the year 2, 1919
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[Figure 5 ] Na Hye-Seok,
What is that, 1920
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[Figure 7] Na Hye-Seok,
Self-portrait, Unknown
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