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Abstract

The objective of this study was to explore the father related home literacy environments and father’s literacy interaction.
The subjects for the study were 119 children aged 3, 4 and 5 years and their fathers. Father related home literacy
environments and father’s literacy interaction were measured using Parent's Literacy Interaction Questionnaire developed
by Son & Kim(2012). The results were as follows: (1) All families had more than 151 children’s books and most
fathers read with their children 1 or 2 books a week but never went to the libraries with children. The frequency
of the child seeing their father reading, going to the bookstores, and using educational computer programs was higher
in fathers of five-year-olds than those of three and four-year-olds. (2) Fathers of four and five-year-olds did more
open interaction and less directive interaction than fathers of three-year-olds. (3) The relations between fathers related
home literacy environment and the father’s literacy interaction were as follows: - The more fathers went to the libraries
or bookstores with children and the more children saw fathers reading, the more fathers interacted openly. The more
fathers went to the bookstores with children, the less the fathers interacted directively.
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(Table 1) Demographic characteristics of the fathers

(N=119)
Variables Frequency(%o)
31 ~40yrs. 84(70.6)
Age 41~50yrs. 34(28.6)
51~60yrs. 1( 0.8)
Seoul 40(33.6)
Living area Kyung-gi 40(33.6)
Daejeon 39(32.8)
Below high school graduate 19(15.9)
. Vocational college graduate 17(14.3)
Education University graduate 46(38.7)
Graduate school or above 37(31.1)
Manual laborer 2( 1.7)
Sales &service 10( 8.5)
Job Office job 73(61.3)
Technical &semiprofessional job 18(15.1)
Professional job 9( 7.5)
Other 7( 5.9)
Below 3,000,000 16(13.4)
3,000,000 ~Below 4,000,000 18(15.1)
Monthly - income(won) 4,000,000~ Below 5,000,000 46(38.7)
5,000,000 ~Below 6,000,000 20(16.9)
Over 6,000,000 19(15.9)
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(Table 2) Frequency and ratio of number of children’s books at home according to children’s age

(N=119)

3-year-olds(n=30)

number of children’s books

4-year-olds(n=40) 5-year-olds(n=49)

at home

frequency(%) frequency(%) frequency (%)
D 040 0(0) 1(0.5) 1(0.5)

@ 41~80 4(13.3) 4(10.0) 3(1.5)

@ 81~120 7(23.3) 6(15.0) 8(3.9)

@ 121~150 3(10.0) 2(5.0) 7(3.4)

® more than 151 16(53.4) 27(67.5) 30(14.7)
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(Table 3) Frequency and ratio of number of books read with child by fathers at home according to children’s

age
(N=119)
3-year-olds 4-year-olds 5-year-olds
) . (n=30) (n=40) (n=49)
number of books read with child
frequency(%) frequency(%) frequency (%)
@D none 2(6.67) 3(75) 6(12.2)
@172 12(40.0) 12(30.0) 20(40.8)
@ 34 3(26.7) 12(30.0) 8(16.3)
@ 576 2(6.6) 5(12.5) 6(12.3)
® more than 7 6(20.0) 7(17.5) 9(18.4)

(Table 4) Frequency and ratio of number of library visits with child by fathers according to children’s age

(N=119)
3-year-olds 4-year-olds 5-year-olds
Number of library visits with child ~ ~B=30) (n=40) (n=49)
frequency (%) frequency(%) frequency (%)
@D none 23(76.7) 25(62,5) 25(51.0)
@ 172 times in 3 months 4(13.3) 10(25.0) 16(32.7)
@ 172 times in a month 2(6.7) 3(7.5) 5(10.2)
@ 172 times in a week 1(3.3) 2(5.0) 3(6.1)
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(Table 5) Frequency and ratio of number of bookstore visits with child by fathers according to children’s age
(N=119)
3-year-olds(n=30) 4-year-olds(n=40) 5-year-olds(n=49)
Number of bookstore visits with child frequency(%) frequency(%) frequency(%)
D none 15(50.0) 12(30.0) 10(20.4)
@ 1~2 times in 3 months 11(36.7) 12(30.0) 24(49.0)
@ 1~2 times in a month 3(10.0) 13(32.5) 15(30.6)
@ 1~2 times in a week 1(3.3) 2(5.0) 0(0.0)

X=13.57 df=6 p<.05

(Table 6) Frequency and ratio of number of times the child see father readig according to children’s age

(N=119)
3-year-olds 4-year-olds 5-year-olds
0=30) (n=40) (1=49)
Number of times the child see father reading
frequency(%o) frequency(%o) frequency(%o)
D none 8(26.7) 10(25.0) 8(16.3)
@ 1~2 times in 3 months 8(26.7) 4(10.0) 5(10.2)
@ 1~2 times in a month 3(10.0) 9(22.5) 20(40.8)
@ 1~2 times in a week 7(3.3) 9(22.5) 13(26.5)
(® almost everyday 4(13.3) 7(17.5) 3(6.2)

x’=1507 d8 p<05
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(Table 7) Frequency and ratio of number of times the child see father reading advertisements according to

children’s age

(N=119)
3-year-olds 4-year-olds 5-year-olds
Number of times the child see father (1=30) (n=40) (n=49)
reading advertisements frequency(%o) frequency(%o) frequency(%o)
D none 18(60.0) 18(45.0) 20(40.8)
@ 1~2 times in a month 10(33.3) 13(32.5) 17(34.7)
@ 1~2¥ times in a week 2(6.6) 6(15.0) 10(20.5)
@ 3~49 times in a week 0(0.0) 2(5.0) 1(2.0)
(® almost everyday 0(0.0) 1(2.5) 1(2.0)

(Table 8) Frequency and ratio of number of times using educational computer programs with the child to

learn Korean according to children’s age

(N=119)

3-year-olds(n=30)

4-year-olds(n=40) 5-year-olds(n=49)

Number of times using educational computer

programs with the child to leam Korean  frequency(%o) frequency(%o) frequency(%o)
@ none 21(70.0) 25(62.5) 22(44.9)
@ 1~2 times in a month 1(3.3) 9(22.5) 7(14.3)
@ 1~2¥ times in a week 4(13.3) 4(10.0) 16(32.6)
@ 3~44 times in a week 26.7) 2(5.0) 24.1)
(® almost everyday 2(6.7) 0(0.0) 2(4.1)

=18.07 dfF10  p<.05
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<Table 10>3} 2t}
(Table 9) Fathers’ literacy interaction according to child’s age
(N=119)
3-year-olds 4-year-olds 5-year-olds
(n=30) (n=40) (n=49) F-value
M(SD) M(SD) M(SD)
open interaction!) 19.02(6.15)° 22.28(6.01) 23.81(5.42)° 11.10™"
directive interaction2) 29.04(4.60)° 26.05(6.04)" 23.93(5.58)" 13.46™"
Picture-book reading interaction3) 18.80(2.74) 19.50(2.99) 19.23(2.66) 1.00

ek

p< 001

a<b, d<c(Two groups have statistically significant differences according to Sheffe tests p<.05)
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(Table 10) Relations between fathers related home literacy environment and father-child literacy interaction

(N=119)

open interaction

. _book .
directive interaction picture-book reading

interaction

number of children’s books 14 03 12
at home
number of books read with child 15 .01 18"
Number of library visits with child 26" -17 34"
Number of bookstore visits with child 417 30" 22
Number of times the child see father reading 317 -13 21
Number of times the child see father reading

. .10 -12 .05
advertisements
Number of times using educational computer 06 18 12

programs with the child to learn Korean

Tp< 05 7 p< 01

note) Home literacy environment valuables are recoded dummy variables.

v, =9 9 28
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