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Abstract

Stage costume is a tool used to convey the meaning of certain works in their visual representation of what is implied
in the works. Thus, the inculcation of the tool in visual arts is to emphasize and dramatize the aura, style, and theme
of those works. In other words, it provides a conduit of communication between the audience and the producer. This
study aims to show the significance of stage costumes in mediating communication through semiotic interpretation
of the visual manifestation. I utilized Peirce’s three categories of signs (icon, index, and symbol), a theory apt to
analyze semiotic interpretations of stage costumes. In addition, I chose to use Empress Myeong-Seong, South Korea’s
representative musical as my object of analysis. Empress Myeong-Seong was debuted in 1995 and has been performing
on domestic and international stages for a long time. The interpretation of the semiotic results of Empress Myeong-Seong’s
stage costumes analyzed through the lenses of Peirce’s theory, are as follows:iconic sign (contemporary reinterpretations
and restorative representations of the stage costumes), indexical sign (the structuring of the signs conveying and
representing the meaning behind the stage costumes), and symbolic sign (elegance, sublimity, and tragic ). In this
study, the use of sign in the semiotic analysis of Empress Myeong-Seong’s stage costumes offers a useful framework
that facilitate visual communication.
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