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A Study of the Aesthetics of Men’s Costume in the Baroque Period
- Focused on the Late Seventeenth Century -

Chung, Hyun Sook*
Department of Fashion Desgin, Pukyong National University

Abstract

The objective of this study was to analyze the aesthetic characteristic of men's costume in the Baroque period.
Costume has expressed the ideal beauty of each period, in centuries, by wearing and decorating. Costume represents
the dominant aesthetic value in an age. The aesthetic characteristic of men's costume in the age of Baroque was analyzed
in three categories: the sublime beauty, artistic beauty, and romantic beauty. For the sublime beauty, the men in the
age of Baroque enlarged their body by wearing a big wig and lace cravat in order to express their authority and
dignity. For the artistic beauty, men’s costume had a colorful decoration with lavish loops on rhingrave. It also included
justaucorps with fancy embroidery on cuffs and decorative lines of button hole. For the romantic beauty, tops shorten
to bolero size, voluminous vest through rhingrave, and enormous decoration with loops, ribbon and the hat with feathers
are romantic characteristics of men’s costume in the Baroque era. In conclusion, this research suggests how loop decoration,

lace cravat, fancy embroidery and short horizontal decorative lines of buttonhole can be applied to modern men’s
wear.
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