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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the purchasing behavior of shrouds, and to identify the differences
in purchasing behavior by sex and age variables and the differences between their purchasing behavior as well as
their parents’ shroud. The subjects of this study were 579 male and female adults age 20s-80s. The research method
was a survey and the measuring instrument consisted of the selection criteria of shrouds, their purchasing behavior
(purchase cost, purchase time, purchase places, and purchasing person) as well as their parents’ shroud, and subjects’
demographics attribution. The collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, frequency analysis, crossover
analysis, t-test, ANOVA, and Duncan’s multiple range test. The results of this study were as follow. The subjects
generally considered price, biodegradability, and material as important selection criteria for the shroud. However, design
was not considered important. The subjects preferred to buy their shroud for less than 500,000 won in various purchase
places. Conversely, they preferred to buy their parents’ shroud for 500,000 won to less than 1,000,000 won in hospitals,
funeral halls, and traditional markets when their parents’ death is imminent. The purchase behavior of shrouds showed
many significant differences by subjects’ sex and age groups. Females considered biodegradability and materials as
more important selection criteria than males. Males wanted their spouse or children to buy his and the parents’ shroud
at a hospital or funeral hall, while females preferred to purchase their shroud in various places. In the age group,
the young age group was more concerned about design, color, material, biodegradability, and scarcity than other age
groups. The young and elderly age groups wanted their children to buy the shroud at hospitals or funeral halls, while
middle age people wanted to purchase the shroud from a variety of places. Thus, it is suggested that the exclusive
design development plan and marketing strategies must be establish, considering the tastes and characteristics of the
consumer groups segmented by sex and age variables.
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