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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the spatial experience and perceptions of elementary school students
and provide basic information on the design improvements of school spaces. The data analyzed were collected using
an open questionnaire and drawings by 217 students of H elementary school in K city. The following are the results
of the study. First, the students selected the classroom, library, and schoolyard as preferred spaces. The classroom
was more likely to be preferred by higher-year students, the playground by lower-year students, the library by female
students, and the schoolyard and cafeteria by male students. Second, playing was the main preferred activity during
breaks and lunch. Play or exercise/sports were preferred more often by male and lower-year students, conversely preferred
by female and higher-year students, hobbies preferred by female and lower-year students, and the remaining activities
preferred by higher-year students. Third, playing was the most preferred activity among students, followed by exercise,
hobbies, and other activities. Snacking and cultural activities were newly introduced and preferred more by female
and higher-year students. These two groups preferred various activities and spaces. The analysis of the drawings showed
the students’preferred spaces for eating, napping, resting, the computer lab, and the library. Interestingly, activities
such as napping and eating were drawn in many spaces. Wide outdoor spaces, such as the schoolyard, were preferred
as places for engaging in music, art, or playing. The library was preferred as a representative multi-purpose space,
for reading, napping, playing, resting, studying, etc. The design research for specific spaces in elementary schools
will be planned through the application of the results of this study.
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