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Abstract

The present study examined the perspectives of multi-cultural mothers raising their first-born children to better
understand their child-rearing experiences. The data were collected through in-depth individual interview with 13
multi-cultural mothers who had been raising their first-born children in early childhood (ages 3—5) based on the grounded
theory approach. The child-rearing process of multi-cultural mothers consisted of "tough," "recognizing and adapting
to a child’s changes" and "challenging". Participants were also divided into three types: ‘integrated child-centered type',
‘passive adaptation-emphasized type' and ‘stable assimilation-emphasized type' depending on the degree of adaptation
to the development of their children, the degree of interaction with the mainstream society, parenting values, and
acculturation strategy. The child-rearing experiences of multi-cultural mothers were complicated depending on their
identified types. Based on these different types, multi-cultural mothers have different experiences and parenting behaviors
than mothers not in this demographic of parents. The findings of this study implies that it would be crucial to provide
real-life knowledge and information tailored to their children's developmental stage in the long term for multi-cultural
mothers.

keyword: Multi-cultural mothers, First-born children in early childhood, Child-rearing experiences, Grounded theory
approach
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