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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the overall characteristics of contemporary fashion’s emoticon use and
its expression and understand the embedded meanings. The study method follows the literature review about concept,
type, feature of emoticon, and the case study applied to fashion from 2012 to the first half of 2020. Results showed
the following. Emoticon use in the fashion is sectored into fashion design, fashion advertisement and magazine, and
emoticon app release. As to the emoticon type, it is used for only graphic and sticker emoticon in case of the fashion
ad and magazine, whereas all types including the moving emoticon appear in cases released as an app. Expression
way takes 2D image only or a combo of 2D image and text, which occupies the largest portion. However, when
applied as an app, many functions are added such as animated motion, 2D, combined motion and text, and 3D. This
leads the emotion exposure to the maximized effect. In use of images, the brand reminding image like fashion brand’s
character, logo, or symbol plays the largest role. Then, other images follow such as the smiling image, friend character
of Kakao or Line, brand image harmonious with the illustrator’s personality, mix of the mobile messenger character
and brand image, and such. These fashion emoticon uses reflect the meaning of the extension of fashion contents,
expansion of fashion communication tools, and the graft of fashion emotion onto daily routines. This examination
facilitates the understanding of the use and characteristics of emoticons and predict the possible extensions as differentiated

fashion communication tools.
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