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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the roles of cognitive and affective empathy in developing the theory
of mind in young children. Participants of this research were 132 three- to five-year-old children attending kindergartens
or child care centers in Chungbuk and 15 head teachers who worked with the children. The theory of mind (ToM)
was measured by interviewing children with a battery of true- and false-belief reasoning tasks; i.e., Maxi task and
Smarties task, after their parents’ consent to research participation was acquired. A survey was subsequently administered
with teachers to measure children's cognitive and affective empathy. Hierarchical regression were implemented by using
the SPSS 22.0 program. Results demonstrated a developmental progress of the ToM between the age of 4 and 5 years;
however, there was no gender difference. It was also found that cognitive empathy partially contributed to develop
the ToM which was measured by Maxi task, or unintended location transfer experiment; however, affective empathy
did not affect the development of the ToM. These findings provide empirical evidences showing that cognitive empathy
and affective empathy played different but limited roles in ToM development.
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