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Abstract

This study examined the consumption status and purchase determinant factors of eco-friendly foods in order to identify
consumers' needs for them and to seek ways to revitalize consumption. This study used the data of a total of 3,372
households among the main purchasers of food/food materials in the household from the Food Consumption Behavior
Survey in 2018. Frequency analysis, chi-square tests, t-tests, Pearson’s correlation analysis, and binomial logistic regression
analysis were conducted by SPSS Windows. The proportions of the non-purchasing group and the purchasing group
of eco-friendly foods were similar at 50.3% and 49.7%, respectively, and the interest in eco-friendly foods and local
foods was slightly above the average. The respondents recognized that eco-friendly foods had a good effect on health
and the awareness of eco-friendly certified products was not very high. On the other hand, the eco-friendly food purchasing
group showed higher interest in eco-friendly foods and local foods and perceived the effects of eco-friendly foods
on health more positively compared to the eco-friendly food non-purchasing group. The main reasons for purchasing
eco-friendly foods were ‘eco-friendly foods were safe’ and ‘eco-friendly foods seemed to be good for health’. The
most common place to purchase eco-friendly foods was ‘large discount stores’, and the main reason for purchasing
eco-friendly foods was ‘good quality’. Satisfaction with eco-friendly foods was found to be more than average, but
satisfaction with quality was higher than that with price. On the other hand, the main reason why the respondents
did not purchase eco-friendly foods was ‘the price was high’. The result of the binomial logistic regression analysis
to examine the factors influencing the decision to purchase eco-friendly foods showed that gender, age, educational
level, monthly household income, administrative region, interest in eco-friendly foods, awareness about the effects of
eco-friendly foods on health, concern about pesticide residues, and awareness of eco-friendly certified livestock products
and animal welfare products were significant.

Keywords: Eco-friendly foods, Food Consumption Behavior Survey, Purchase status, Purchase determinant factors,
Eco-friendly certified products
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