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Abstract

Children's library is a complex cultural space. It can be said to be the center of education, culture, and information
for children and their families. However, as existing research studies on children's libraries are mainly conducted in
the field of literature and information, children and their parents tend to be overlooked. This study attempted to qualitatively
explore the meaning of participating experiences in children's library by recruiting children, parents, and librarians
into focus groups. Research questions are: 1) what is the experience of parents with early childhood children using
children's library? 2) what is the experience of infants participating in children's library? and 3) what is children's
library librarian's experience of interacting with infants and parents? Participating institutions were three children's libraries
in Seoul. Participants were 45 young children, 24 parents, and 6 librarians. Focus group interviews were conducted.
Focus group interview is a data collection method that induces communication between participants to stimulate cognitive
activation and to reveal attitudes, motivations, and emotions while freely exchanging opinions. Common or conflicting
opinions of parents and librarians on their participation experiences were captured and the meaning was derived. The
essential meaning of children's participation experience was studied by conducting theme analysis on pictures they
draw on children's library. Results could contribute to enhancing the role of children's libraries as a complex cultural
space in the community and suggesting practices to support positive development of children.
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