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Abstract

The purpose of this study aimed to investigate the relationships between perceived school environment, self-esteem,
and happiness of children and identify mediating role of self-esteem in the effect of school environment on happiness.
This study used the 10th data of The Panel Study on Korean Children (PSKC). The participants were 326 males and
307 females. The results are as follow. First, the perceived physical school environment was partially associated with
children’s self-esteem and happiness. Perceived psychological school climate was associated with children’s self-esteem
and happiness. Also, children’s self-esteem was associated with their happiness. Second, children’s self-esteem partially
mediated the effects between psychological school climate and happiness. However, self-esteem fully mediated the
effect between physical school environment and happiness. These results suggest the importance of promoting self-esteem
and creating a warm and supportive school to enhance children’s happiness.
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