"m Check for updates

http://dx.doi.org/10.5934/kjhe. 2023.32.2,99

Korean Journal of Human Ecology
ISSN' 1226-0851(Print)/ISSN  2234-3768(Online)

2023, Vol. 32, No, 2, 99-115

Iz J3E 2547 A48 A
AE e e T2 o] Feld WEe] BY 2A

A Qualitative Analysis of Mentors’ Experiences in a Community-Based
Mentoring during the COVID-19 Pandemic

olug « oleWx « SR
dhPeiehn obE bR AT s » ALuiEkE oFE S} MAlEA * « opxlol 3] AT

Lee, Boram * Lee, Eunbyul* « Song, Museok”
Department of Child and Family Welfare, Daegu University
Department of Child and Family Studies, Seoul National University’* « Education Commission ASIA”

Abstract

The aim of this study was to examine the impact and future directions of community-based mentoring for underprivileged
children implemented to reduce the educational gap among young students aggravated by the COVID-19 pandemic.
The goal of mentoring was to enhance underprivileged children’s academic performance and psychosocial development
by utilizing human resources in the community as mentors. Twelve mentors were interviewed in four focus group
interviews. In these interviews, community-based mentoring was proved to be a social safety net for these children.
Mentors reported that they observed their mentees showing improvement in academic self-efficacy and motivation to
study as well as reduced learned-helplessness. Based on these results, the following future directions for community-based
mentoring are suggested. First, the mentoring model has to be diversified reflecting individual needs of children. Second,
the effectiveness of mentoring should focus more on qualitative development rather than quantitative expansion. Third,
supplementary training and continuous supervision should be offered to mentors for their professional improvement.
Lastly, children, family, school, and community must actively communicate and associate with each other for the best

result.
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