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Effects of Empathy on Prosocial Behavior and Antisocial Behavior of
Adolescents through Moral Disengagement and Moral Anger
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Abstract

This study aimed to determine mediating roles of moral anger and moral disengagement in the relationship between
empathy and prosocial/antisocial behaviors. Participants were 489 adolescents (age: 16 to 18 years) via an online survey.
Adolescents answered questionnaires about empathy, moral disengagement, moral anger, prosocial behavior, and antisocial
behavior. Collected data were analyzed with structural equation modeling. Results indicate that empathy indirectly
influenced prosocial behavior and antisocial behavior through moral anger and moral disengagement. Empathy increased
moral anger but decreased moral disengagement, which promoted prosocial behaviors and reduced antisocial behaviors.
Direct effect of empathy was significant on prosocial behavior, but not on antisocial behavior. This result indicates
that both cognitive process such as moral disengagement and emotional process such as moral anger should be considered
to understand the relationship between adolescent empathy and moral behaviors. It also implies that moral anger should
be reconsidered in moral developmental studies as a positive moral emotion upon discovering that moral anger induced
by empathy can promote prosocial behavior and reduce antisocial behavior.
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(Klein, 2017, Wang et al., 2017a)e} A}5]H<l =
(Batson & Powell, 2003)= o]F+= o] =20°] "l 1
HEZ 2XFA P58 Fslel= AL A07E FHlsh=
o Fa3k wdz o]y sltKLin & Shek, 2022).
T2 AR s vhake]A fEolwt AlElE, =Y
A it rES gk 35S S (Rutter et al.,
1997), whebA] Hl=gHRl 5o Fhgitt, whaks] A
FEol Wole maAEY, F4, o= AR, 3 g9
e A e, 7] adr1TE $7) F4
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et al,, 2010). ]2 Eaf 7Jo1S Elle] Ao Fo=
e & oda, o] SEe el WA WEL o
AA S ‘H‘/HYu et al., 2020). F7-olEld 71 ollA
= AAEA F71eh Ass £XIsh] 9%k 4 8cle R
TS 53] 3Z3 vb vk Batson & Shaw, 1991;
McMahon et al 2006; Sahdra et al., 2015). 353 %
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