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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine whether the play support competency of childcare teachers mediated
the relationship between the professional learning environment of early childhood care institutions and the creative
teaching behavior of childcare teachers. A total of 254 childcare teachers participated in this study, completing
questionnaires. The collected data were analyzed using The SPSS 28.0 program to obtain descriptive statistics and

calculate the Pearson correlation coefficient. The mediating effect of play support competency was analyzed using
the SPSS PROCESS Macro (v4.2). The results of the study indicated that play support competency mediated the
relationship between the professional learning environment of early childhood care institutions and the creative teaching
behavior of childcare teachers. This study suggests that enhancing play support competency and providing a favorable

professional learning environment for childcare teachers are necessary for improving creative teaching behavior.
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