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Abstract

This study analyzed the importance and satisfaction level regarding living conditions of rural youth in South Korea,
using data from the 2023 Survey on Rural Well-being conducted by the Rural Development Administration. Results
revealed that while rural youth placed higher importance on overall living conditions than their urban counterparts,
their satisfaction levels were much lower in areas such as healthcare, welfare services, economic activities, and education,
necessitating policy improvements. Conversely, factors such as environment, landscape, and community relations were
perceived as less important. Based on these findings, this study proposed comprehensive inter-ministerial measures
and, strategies to create jobs by linking regional resources with youth talent, improving educational conditions, and
enhancing awareness of rural values among youth. By diagnosing importance-satisfaction levels using nationally
representative data, this study provides directions for policy-makers to enhance the quality of life for rural youth.
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