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Exploratory Study on Patternization of Housing Mobility
: Focusing on Comparison between Never-Married Single-Person Households and
Married Households with Two or More Persons in Their 40s
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Abstract

This exploratory study categorized patterns of housing mobility changes over the decade by tenure type (ownership,
renting). These changes were then used to compare housing mobility patterns of never-married single-person households
in their 40s (NMS40s) and married households with two or more members in their 40s (MHT40s) using data from
the 16th to 25th waves of the Korean Labor Panel Survey. Major findings are as follows. First, housing mobility
of all households could be typified into six categories and 11 sub-patterns. Of these, homeowner and renter households
that maintained the same occupancy type for a ten-year period accounted for more than 50% of all households. Second,
when tenure type at the beginning year (2013) and the last year of the analysis (2022) was compared, the highest
proportion of households remained in homeowner-to-homeowner or renter-to-renter tenure and a certain proportion
of households successfully moved up the housing ladder from renter to homeowner. However, a small number of
households moved backwards from homeowner to renter. Third, when housing mobility patterns of NMS40s and MHT40s
were compared, NMS40s were found to have a very high proportion of 'maintained-renter' and 'inverted V-shaped'
households that returned to renting even after temporarily achieving homeownership. Using the methodology of this
study, further studies can be conducted to analyze housing mobility patterns of households with various characteristics
to lay the foundation for housing support policies for moving up the housing ladder.

Keywords: Housing filtering process, Housing mobility, Patternization, Middle-aged households, Korean Labor and
Income Panel Study
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