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Expanding Teacher Noticing in Play as a Practice-Based Foundation for

Teachers’ Professional Development: A Qualitative Exploration for Designing a
Novice Infant-Toddler Teacher Education Program

71_?@1) o« QA

i =
B« ghdejshn ol FEAS} Eymeds

Fdefsta ol guAst) R

Kim, Soojung” ¢ Oh, Sujung?-*

Dept. of Child Development and Guidance, Hannam University"?

Abstract

This study explores how novice infant-toddler teachers (0-2 years) notice, interpret, and respond to children's play,
particularly in light of Korea's recent shift toward a play-centered curriculum. Utilizing the teacher noticing framework,
we conducted semi-structured interviews with four first-year teachers and three mentor teachers to investigate challenges,
developmental trajectories, and support requirements. Qualitative content analysis of 104 transcript pages revealed three
interconnected challenges faced by novice teachers: uncertainty in selecting and interpreting infants' highly variable
nonverbal cues; cognitive overload stemming from documentation routines that fragmented observation and interpretation;
and unstable intervention judgments influenced by care/safety responsibilities and parent expectations. Despite these
pressures, novices demonstrated growth when mentors modeled how to verbalize children's actions, articulated connections
among observation, interpretation, and support, and offered case-based feedback that translated children's interest cues
into concrete play extensions. Over time, novices evolved from seeking “correct answers” to generating hypotheses
and responding based on emerging patterns in children's behavior. These findings underscore the need for teacher education
programs to incorporate scene-based decision-making practice (e.g., video analysis), enhance knowledge of fine-grained
infant developmental signals, and implement structured mentoring systems that enable guided rehearsal and feedback.
Implications for redesigning documentation as a tool for meaning-making, rather than mere compliance, are also discussed.

Keywords: Teacher noticing, Infant-toddler education, Play-centered curriculum, Professional vision, Mentoring and
coaching
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