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The Effects of Perceived Deficiencies in the Parenting Environment on

Career Maturity among Adolescents Attending Community Child Centers:
The Serial Mediating Roles of Social Support and Self-Esteem
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Abstract

This study aimed to analyze the impact of parenting environment deprivation on the career maturity of adolescents
attending community child centers and to explore the mediating roles of social support and self-esteem in this relationship.
Data were collected from the 2023 Panel Survey of Children Under Support and Protection and Youth Preparing for
Independent Living, conducted by the National Center for the Rights of the Child, focusing on 335 middle and high
school students (161 boys and 174 girls) who utilize community child centers. Analysis was conducted using Model
6 of the SPSS PROCESS Macro 4.2, with bootstrapping employed to test the significance of the mediating effects.
The findings revealed that parenting environment deprivation did not have a significant direct effect on the career
maturity of these adolescents. However, both social support and self-esteem were found to individually mediate the
relationship between parenting environment deprivation and career maturity. Additionally, a sequential mediation effect
of social support and self-esteem was confirmed. This study is significant as it explores how individual and social
factors contribute to the career maturity of adolescents facing parenting environment deprivation within community
child centers. The findings are expected to provide foundational data for developing interventions to support the career
development of these adolescents.
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